Bradford & District Disabled Peoples Forum
Following a consultation exercise that was carried out in early 2006 the Disabled Peoples Forum was launched in March 2006.

The Forum aims to: -

· To link disabled people and disability groups together to ensure that they have a stronger voice in the district.

· The forum is to be run by disabled people for disabled people.

· To establish an inclusive partnership of groups bringing together representation from the widest definition of disability including people who are physically disabled, have a sensory impairment, a learning disability, who have experienced a mental health problem and people who have a long-term illness and/or limiting condition.  

· To publicise the Forum and establish accessible ways of communicating, including a website, that will allow groups to share and exchange information and ideas.

· To seek to ensure that disabled people are represented on a wide range of strategic, ‘decision making’ bodies across the district.

· To ensure that disabled people who are ‘experts by personal experience’ are able to have a say in the development of services.

· To create a district where all disabled people can participate fully as equal citizens.

Since  May 2006 a steering group has been meeting to develop the forum. Members of the steering group include: - 

Contact Peer Support, BAMHAG, Arthritis Care, Bradford RSI Group
Bradford Access Action, Mencap, Able All, Bradford People First ,

Keighley Disabled Peoples Centre, Bradnet, Keighley Disability Group, Ataxia Self Help Group, Cancer Support, Keighley & Craven People First, Disability Hub of the Equalities Forum, Workers Health Advice Team
 

Development support to the Forum is provided by Bradford Alliance on Community Care (BACC)
The Forum has: -

· Representation on the Disability Strategic Partnership Board

· Developed links with the Disability Hub of Bradford Council’s Equalities Forum

· Participated in the organisation and development  of Bradford Council’s 2007 Easier Access Conference
· Helped to develop various Disability Equality Schemes

The website will be a way of linking groups together, sharing information and ideas and giving disabled people a stronger voice in the Bradford Metropolitan district.

The launch event will be a high profile meeting which will promote the forum, attract new members, and allow groups in the area to hear about developments in the disability agenda that have local, regional and national significance.
 

